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only reality. Philosophy, if it is to be consistent and thorough
in its thinking, cannot but reach the absolute; and the best way
of understanding the Absolute is in terms of the highest kind of
reality with which we are familiar. Even that reality has to be
transcended, and we may have to admit the transcendence of
thought itself by the Absolute. But still the Absolute cannot fall
short of the highest we know.
Spiritual pluralism is only a half-way house to absolutism. We
have already noted that, whether the Absolute is a unity or
plurality, it cannot explain why there is immorality in the world.
It may be sought to explain that there is morality in the world
on the ground that we are essentially members of a realm of
ends, or that the Absolute is a kingdom of selves. But this har-
monious plurality of self-legislating selves leaves the question,
how self-legislation agrees with legislation for others, unanswered,
if some substantial identity between the selves is not postulated.
But when that is postulated, plurality may be dissolved, or at
least we shall have no evidence for the confirmation of plurality
in the Absolute. This means that we have to go beyond the
realm of the kingdom of ends, where the questions of morality,
etc., do not arise and can have no meaning. So for the reason
that the Absolute cannot explain the finite world, in the sense
that from it the latter can be deduced, we need not stop at the
conception of a plurality of selves; for even then our world
cannot be explained. And it is but right that we go wherever
our thought leads, and do not fight shy of the Absolute, which
can explain the world as much as the conception of a plurality
of selves.
Once we know that the Absolute, like the Ideas of Plato, is an
ideal reality presupposed by our experience, we may concede that,
in absolutism, values play a determining part in interpreting our
experience. But this is not the same as saying that what is true
is the useful. It means that the detennination of truth is a
normative consideration, and that the Absolute is reached through
normative considerations. Because of this, we may see purpose
or meaning running through the universe. For our very method
of explanation is normative. Therefore consideration of value is
an essential aspect of idealism. But we cannot conclude from this
that every theory in which considerations of value play the chief
part, is definitely idealism. The tendency of course is there; but
the philosophy may not carry the tendency to its logical con-
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